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A xM.aeer !" l Amtrleu.
fn lrtootTOTolumof iomoflTehnnarea

A J paget, the Maura. Appleton hay reprinted front
j ' th popular Scftnes .VontMu fifty sketches or

Br the tire of men, all or most of whose clontlDo
ft work wa done on this aide of the Atlantic,
tj within what aro now the United 8tatcs. When

ft. j we observe that the serlea Includes men Ilk
f Onrot, wh'o did not die nnlll 1884, we are at a
;J lost to understand the omission of Prof. Hen
?! Jaraln Pelrce and Prof, Asa Gray, each of whom

a man of far mere usefulness and dlattnc- -

ttlon than were nmJrof those who are hero com
This Is. really, the only objection

made Io tlio book before ns. which. In other
MC respect, fills a place that needed filling, and
81 it likely to be widely read. Among the e-

Be dally Interesting chapters are thoso allotted to
?J Benjamin Franklin. David Rlttanhouse, John

hi me Aadubon, William Crnncli Bond, Samuel
m Vijtt Morse. John Ericsson, and Alexander
Jk Dallas Ilacho. In tlio presont notice we shall
T confine ourselves to the two first mentioned,
W most of whole Important work was dono In

colonial times.

JX The sketch of Benjamin Franklin byW. II.
ar Larrabee. which opens the volnme. Is avorred by

' Dr. William Jay Voumans to bo the first tyste.
matlo account of what Franklin accomplished

SI In science that has yet appeared. Without
'fi dwelling on the electrical experiments which
i first save him renown, we may point out that
jrc there la, bardly a subject of knowledge that Is
ft' not touched upon nnd Illuminated In Franklin's

letters. Wo Mud in thtm observations concern
f" in the 'prevailing views of lira nnd death, as
& not ahowing sufficient understanding; a mode
:7 of rendering meat tender by electricity; sup.
Jg plleof saltpetre and .onpowder for tho Hevo- -'

lntlonary war, with n w Ish that pikes might be
H Introduced, aud bows nnd arrows, for the use of
ijj which six reasons aro given; concerning Volta'a
tr experiments and tho length of time for which
W the electric forco may be kept In the Leyden
y vial; concerning true aolcnce and Its progress:
j? the discovery of the great use of trees

?l In producing wholesomo air; concerning
(', a slow sensitive hygrometer, suggested by

s such Incidents as the shrinking in America
S so as to be tight, and the swelling in Europe
,'i so as to afford ample room, of a mahogany mag-y- k

net 'box and a telescope box; concernlug tbe In-'.- ip

dlan languages; tbe antiquity of the mariner's
'I eompaaa: the route by which the Phoenicians
V came to America, If thoy did come; concerning

'jS Lavoisier's experiment of melting platinum In
fine charcoal, blown upon by dephloglstlcated'' air: concerning a enmet reen In Gibraltar, data

?j about which from Ilerachel are enclosed to Rlt- -
tenhouse; the spots on tho sun; tho temperature

Sp of the water on the ocean; the civil service, with
gvj regard to which the theory is propounded that

everyplace of honor should be made a place of
'9 burden, for "themaludyof government consists
5S In the enormous ealaries. emoluments, and pa-S- J;

tronagoof great offices;" concerning the logo-- g

graphic, mode of printing; tbe thanks duo to La-

st volslertorhla Nomenclature Chlmiquetacoltec-- 5

ttnnof songsnnd music of American composition.
ff "the first of tho kind that has nppcared here;"
'ii concerning a remedy for moderato deafness,

'j by patting the thumb and lingers behind the
Ma ear. pressing outward and enlarging It, as
X It were, by the hollow of the hand, which

Franklin had tried wltbsatisfaction; concerning
ft Noah Webster's labors on tho English Ian-3- f

guage, with a plea for its purity and approval
"V of a scheme for a reformed alphabot; an tnstra-v- ?

ment for taklhg books down from shelves; thep distillation of fresh from salt water, with a
theory that the ekiu has Imbibing as well as

t" discharging pores, and that wo might drink by
Bitting or lying In the water. ev en In salt water:

5 concerning tho discovery of an ancient eepnl- -'

chre. 'perhaps of a Scythian King, on the fron-
ts, tiara of Russia: concerning Improvements in

navigation, of which Franklin had mode care-- v

' ful studies during his long voyages across the
L ocean and touching which he records ubserva-f- c

tions respecting sails, cables, models, power at
M sea, tho course of the Gulf Stream, precautions
h and general reflections on tho subject; the evil
jj effects of lead on the human system, to which,

, although they had Been known for years, not
ife much attention seema to have been paid; bulld--

Ing houses with reference to safety against fire;
A the delago as a possible result or the internalj fluidity of the'earth ; tho wonderful discoveries
3? made by Herschel; and, finally, concerning
?. tho, merits of tho Greek and Latin languages

4. for general instruction, tho time scent in Icarn-f- ti

ing which, he thought, might bo better em-E- lt

ployed In tbo education suitable for such a
gjvv country as ours. The length of tbe time that
5 dead bodies will retain Infection after burial is
it' discussed in one of Tranklln's letters, and cates
$ are cited of small-po- x caught from bodies thirty
Qk V years dead; of fever caught from an Egyptian

W ' rnummy; of cold caught from n mummy of
years old; and of fevers,WII ( Tesultlng iu fifteen funerals, contracted from

fTjtf I ' the bodies of persons who haa died of the
S j plague a hundred years before. In his corre-1,- 1

spondence occurs more than one notice of theLt i embryo of a steamboat which ho introduced to
I K 1 the attention of Dr. Ingenlioutfz In 1788, speak-- I

H I ing of It as a boat moved by a steam rnglne
IK I that "rows Itself against the tido In the river,
li-- i and It Is apprehended that Its construction may
KH ''mD"ne aQd improved as to become

HI generally useful." Aealn. Franklin observed
l&ll that the convexity of glass In spectacles

WtB through which a man sees clearest at the
1'S proper distance for reading is not tbe best for
Mfc greater distances, and for a long time he car--

Tied (wo pairs of spectacles, which he chanired
Wfr according to tho use he wished to make of
M&- them. lie Anally hit upon a moro convenient
Mtji Plan and had his glasses cut, and " half of each

S. kind associated in the samo circle." the upper
W&z semicircle of one kind and the lower of the
Bfr other, so that he was able to wear the same
Wjt'--i spectacles constantly, having, as he said, "only

pgt to move my eyes up or down, as I want to seel dtstlnotly far or near, the proper glasses being
p, always ready," Among his economical papers

Bi is one on tbe nature and necessity of a piper
Wt& currency. In which the principles are declared
Bi- - that " money, as bullion, is valuablo by so muchK . labor as it costs to procure that bullion; money,

ft1 as a currency, has an additional value by soK much time and labor as It so es In the exchange
Hky of commodities." In a letter on customs duties
K& he squarely accents the principle of free
W trade and apologizes for the tariff Imposed

Uj- - by the colonies on the ground of tliu' necessity to
MSW raise money to pay their debt, nnd that by the
m?' rnost convenient means. "We ore not Igno-K- v

rant." be wrote to M. de Vellard, " thRt thu du.K ties paid at the Custom Houso on the Import
tlon pf foreign goods are finally reimbursed by

Wt?,' the consumers, but vi o Impose them as tbe ensl-W- tf

t way of levying a tax from thoseconsumers,"
E)J and, to M. Dupont de Nemours, " you aopear to

W& t possessed of n truth which fuw governmentsB are possessed of that A must take some of B's
W. produce, otherwise I will not be able to pay forKg what he will take of A." We add that the re--

print of Franklin's scientific writings by Sparks
Km Includes sixty. three papers on electricity and

one hundred and flftweren on philosophical
mJ subjects, filling eight hundred and eight) pages.

I It 1 veil known that Franklin uss madenK' foreign associate In tho French Academy of ScI-W-

','ce, srlr 1772. and that. In France, he
Kffi " teemed, throughout his resldencu there,K, uone of the foremost men of the time. Mem-W-

orable were the words employed by Mlrabeau,
Um when, on June 1700. he announced Frank--

lln's death In the French National Assembly;
Hit' "The genius that gave freedom to America und

r-- bod torrents of light upon Europe Is returnedHft to tbe bsom or the divinity. The sage whomHp two worlds claimed, the man disputed by tho
& history of the sciences nnd the history of em-K- ?

v " Plre, holds, undoubtedl), a most oluvated rank
J among the human species." The orator added;B "Antiquity would have reared altars to thoH mortal who, for tho advantage of tho human

HeJ race, embracing both heaven and earth In his
HJc comprehensive hands, knew how to subdue
Hr tbunder and lyrHtiny. Enlightened and free,B Europe owes at least its remembrance and
mffi " "swet to one of the greatest men
Hfc who has eer ser.cd the caus nf phlloso.g Pby and of liberty." Mlrabeau's motion that the

Ej National Assembly wear mourning for three
Ky. r "as seoonded by La Hochefoucauld and

JfajrstU Ud adopted by acclamatlou, and a j

KL, .

litter of condolence was addressed to the Con-
gress of the United States. It la well known that
Franklin throughout his life avoided contro-vers- y

In defence of his religious or philosophical
opinions, believing that, Jf, they were right, time
and experience would vindicate them, and that,
if wrong, they ought to be refuted and rejected.
Although, as an American, and becauso of what
he had dono for the United States, ho had a few
enemies In England, and even at home, ho uns
able In his last days to thank God that there
wero not In the whole world nny who were bis
enemies as a man, for by Ills grace through a
long llfo ho had been enabled so to conduct
himself that there did not exist a human being
who could Justly iny "Ben Franklin hns
wronged me."

II.
Dnvld Rlttenhouse, who was born near

Pa., In 173'. was descended from a
family of paper makers residing it Arnhclm In
GttelderUnd. A member or this family, the

of the scientist, camo from
Holland In 1087-8- He was the first Mennonlto
minister In Pennsylvania, and established the
first paper mill In this country, on tho spot
where his u David was born.
David was the third child of a family of ten
chlldien. When he was a few months old his
father stopped making paper and went tu farm-
ing at Norrlton, about twenty tnllns from Phila-
delphia. David's early Instruction was of a
meagre sort, and he may be correctly termed a

man. He wasinrlyptltto u orb on
the farm and he was ploughlnuatfourtcenunrs
nf agt. An uncle, dying, had left him a chert of
tools and a few looks on nrlthiuetlo nnd
goography, with some manuscript mathemati-
cal calculations. Thciofumlshodnttrnctlve food
to his mind, and his biographers tell of hit hav-

ing covered tho handlo of his plough nr. 1 tho
fences around tbo Sold with his solutions nf
the problems which ere thus set botoro him.
As the uncle mentioned nbov e. ft Welshman by
desrent named Williams, was hl mother's
brother. It Is inferred that he inherited his
genius from his mother's side. Ills mechanical
talent was shown In his construction of n com-
plete water wheel in miniature when 8 years
old, a wooden clock when 17, and a clock with
metallic works at a later age. Ills father. It
seems, was not disposed at first to favor the
youth's tastes, but eventually he furnished
htm with money enough to bny a set
of clock-makin- g tools; thereupon Dnvld
built a workshop nt Norrlton, vv here hu carried
on tho clock-makin- g business for several years.
He. at tbe same time, pursued his studies so dil-

igently that he Impaired his constitution and
contracted an Internal disorder that uOllctul
him all bis life. Astronomy was his favorite
study, but ho was alsodeenly Interested In optics
und mechanical science. It is notow orthy that he
discovered Independentlv tbe method of fluxions,
of which. In his imperfect knowledge of what
Newton and Leibnitz had doue, ho believed him-

self to be the originator, and he masttreit an
English translation of Newton's " Principle." In
tbe development of hts abilities, he on ed a good
deal to Thomas Barton, who married his sister,
and who helped him to the books ho needed,
many of which were procured In Europe.

In 1703. at the ago of 31, David Itltlenhousa
was employed to determine the Initial point of
tho boundary line between Pennsjlvanla and
Maryland, his particular duty being defined to
be to ascertain and fix "the circle to be drawn
at twelve miles' distance from Newcastle, Dela-
ware, northward and westward, touether with
the oeglnnlng of the fortieth degree of north lat-

itude." The work was an arduous ono. and
Involved going through a number of tedious
and Intrlcato calculations. It was performed
with Instruments largely of Hlttenhouso's own
making and In a satisfactory manner, for vv hlch
acknowledgment was made In the ehapo of
extra compensation; his observations were ac-

cepted without change by the official astrono-
mers, Masou and Dixon, vv hen they took charge
of tbe work. Ho was afterward appointed to n
similar task In 1700 by the Commission to set-

tle the boundary between New York and Pcnn-- s

hauls. Among the subjects of hts scientific
studies at this period were the Investigation
of variations In the oscillations of the pendu-
lum under changes of temperature, with the
dan of a device for compensation and tho con-

struction of wbat he called a metalline ther-
mometer. This Instrument was so made, on tho
principle of tbe expansion nnd contraction of
metals, under variations of temperature, so that
the degrees of heat and cold wero Indicated by
the movements of an Index passing over a grad-

uated semicircle. It was adapted in form and size
to be carried In the pockot. Rlttouhnuse dis-
cussed the compressibility of water In the llkht
of an experiment that had been reported to tho
Royal Society, and observed. In a letter to Mr.
Barton, that although the experiment did not
satisfy him he did not doubt the fact, for "if
the particles of water were In actual contact It
would be difficult io coucelvo how any body
could much exceed It In specific gravity; jet we
find that gold does, more than eighteen times."
About this tlmo (1707) he Indulged In some
speculations on tbe possibility of nmnn moving
the world. Someone having published tho re
suit of calculation" he had made t csocctlng the
fulfilment of the dictum of Archimedes on the
subject, Rlttenhnuso gave tbe result of hts own
computation, which was that " the forco where-
with a man acts when he lifts a weight of two
hundred pounds. If applied without intermis-
sion for tbe space of ono hundred and five years,
Is sufficient, without any machinery, to mov c the
earth one inch in that time, and thu earth miibt,
from tbe velocity received by that force nlone,
continue forever after to movo at the rate of
one Inch In fifty years." The first calculator
had computed that twenty-seve- n billions of
) ears would be required to accomplish the same
movement. "

It was. eventually, by his achievements In
astronomy that Rlttenhouso became best
known lu his own country and acquired
celebrity, even In the Old World. A great
extension was given to his fame by his
construction of an orrery, or apparatus
for illustrating the planetary motions, and by
the conspicuous part which ho took In the ob-

servations of the transit or Venus In 17150. The
list or his contributions to the American Philo-
sophical Society, or which. In 1700, ho bocame
tho Prosldent, succeeding Benjamin Franklin,
Includes twenty-tw- o tltloa of papers relating
to his orrery ; to the transits of Venus and Mer-
cury: to the comets of 1770; to a metbod'of

the times of tho sun's passing the
meridian; the difference of longitude between
tho observations at Norrlton and Philadelphia;
an explanation of an optical deception; experi-
ments ou magnetism; a remarkable meteor
seen In 1770; a comet observed in 1784; a
new method of placing tho merldUn mark;
au optical problem; astronomical observa-
tions on the Georglum SIdua and a transit
of Mercury.; an account of several houses
struck with llghtnluc; another account of the
effect of a stroke of lightning; several astro-
nomical observations described In a slnglo
paper; a mathematical problem; a comet ob-

served In 1703; the Improvement of tlinokcep-er- s;

thu expansion of wood by bent; n problem
In logarithms; and the modo of determining tho
true place of a planet in nu elliptical orbit; tbts
was his last paper, read In February, 1700, a
few months before his death. With these may
be coupled his oration on astronomy, delivered
before tbe American Philosophical Society In
February, 177S, and Inscribed "to the dele-
gates of the thirteen united colonies," In this
oration, three years before the anununcementnf
Mayer's discovery of the proper motion of cer-
tain stars and six years before tlerschel's discov-
ery of Uranus, tbe author put fortli tbo sugges-
tion that the fixed stars, and particularly the
Milky Way, would allord fruitful fields of

On the vv hole, hnwev cr. It must be raid
that lllttenhuuse published but little j he was tin
much occupied with practical and patriotic work
to give time to tho composition of many Npcoula.
tho dUqulsltlnns. Ho was a membtr of the
Committee of Safety at tho outbreak of the
Revolution, and became Its uresidlng officer In
November, 1770, In tho same jear he was u
member of the Assembly fiom' Philadelphia,
and a member of tbe first Constitutional

of Pennsvlvaiila; it member of iiio
Board of War, and one of the Council of Surety
which had absolute poiv ers. Ho was tho first
State Treasurer or Pennsylvania, from 1777 to
1780, when he declined to serve any longer. Ho
was the first Dlruetur uf.the United Slates Mint,

crying for three years from 170?. Referring
to these puollo employments, Thomas Jef-

ferson, who was to succeed Rlttcnbiuse
as Prosldent of tho American Philosophi-
cal BoUoty, wrote to him In 1778 to
protest against his wasting his abilities
upon affairs of stale. " I am satisfied," snld
Jifterson, "that thcro Is an order of geniuses
above the obligation to conduct governments,
and, thoroforo, oxempt from It, No ono can
concelvo that nature ever Intended to throw
nwny u Newton upon tho occupations of a
Crown. It would have been a prodigality for
whlnh oven tho conduct or Provldcnco might
hnvo been nrralgncd had ho been by birth an-

nexed to what was so fur below him. I doubt
not thcro nro In jour country many persons
equal to tho lnk of conducting government.
But you should consider that tbo world hnf but
ono Rlttenhouse, nnd that It never had ono

Writing nfier Ulilenhouso's death, In

refutation or tho Abbf ltcynul's assertion that
America had "not producod ono able mnthema-tlcla-

one mull or genius In n slnglo art or sci-

ence." Jefferson observed: " Wo hnvo supposed
Mr. Utttenhouso second to no astronomer
living, and thnt In genius he must bo
the first, becauso ho Is sclMaught. As
nn nrttst ho hns exhibited ns grent a proof
of mechanical genius as tho world hns ever pro-

duced. He has not. Indeed, mailo a world, but
l.o has, by Imitation, npproached nearer his
Maker than any mnn who hns lived from tho
creation to this dny." The design of the orre-r-

which Jefferson obviously lind In mind
when he thus wrote, wns described by tho con-

structor hlmtolf. ns follows: "I did not design
a machine which should give tbo ignorant In
astronomy n Just vlow of tho solar system, but
one that rather should astonish tho skilful and
curious examiner by a most accurate corre-

spondence between tho situations nnd motions
of o'ir llttlo representative of tho heavenly
bodies and tho situations and motions of thoso
bodies themselves. I would have my orrery
really useful by making It cnpsblo of Informing
in. truly, vv Ith regard to astronomical phenom-
ena for any particular point or time, which I
do not find that any orrery yet made can do."

CnrtU'a Constitution Illatory of the
United btntea.

All students of constitutional law are. or
should bo familiar with tho book In which Mr.
OloiiueTickmiu Cuutis described the origin,
formation, and adoption or tho Constitution or
tho Unlttd States. This work, which was orig-

inally published In two volumes, was revised in
1880 nnd reissued in ono volume, and It was at
tho same time announced that a second volume
w.is in preparation, which would carry tho his-

tory or the Constitution to tho close or the civil
war, and. Indeed, throughout the changes which
have followed It. Iho author did not live
to fulfill entirely his Intentions, but when
ho diid. In March, 1804, he had com-
pleted a first draft of thirteen chapters,
tho last of which deals with tho Presi-
dential election of 1870, and with tho Electoral
Commission. I'p to this point his researches
had been finished nnd tbo substancoof their
results hnd been set forth. It Is these thirteen
chapters, of great value as regards tho conclu-
sions reached, but chargeable with some defects
of st) le, owing to the author's Inability to rev lso
them, which have beo.l edited by Mr. JOSEPH

CtxiiEivrsoN Clattov and are now published
Inn large octavo volume by the Harpers. Tho
Importance of the treatise, considered ns a con-

tribution to constitutional history, can only bo
appreciated by una who insptcts It carefull)
from end to end, but we enn exemplify Its use-
fulness by referring briefly to some of Its most
Interesting features.

I.
In a preliminary chapter on the "history of

opinion concerning the nature of tho Constitu-
tion," Mr. Cnrtts nolntsout that tho right of se-

cession, considered ns a right Implied In tho
Constitution, was not asserted In tho tlmo of
nullification, although the theoretical princi-
ples of both doctrines wore much alike. In
the Southern States, however, at tho end
of thirty jears thereafter, the belief In n
constitutional right ot secession from the
Union had become so prevalent that, on
tho first apprehension of danger, whether
well or ill founded. It could bo aotcd upon
In n time nf great excitement. Now-- that
such tendencies can bo calmly anal) zed, Mr.
Curtis deems it of consequenco to record that
th doctrine of sectssion ha 1 no advocates when
nullification wns attempted In South Carolina,
and especially that Mr. Calhoun himself
did not uphold or propound it. The
first fact to which attention I directed is that,
when Mr. lln) ue. In thu debnteof 1830, setup
the right or nullification, he declared that the
procct of itscxorclso by n Stnto whs 6imply to
arrest the execution within her on n limits of an
obnoxious net ot Congress upon tho ground nf
Its being a violation of thu Constitution, and to
hold it In nn Itxiuirntlvo condition until a con-

vention or the States should havo decided, by a
s vote or tho Statts, that It was con-

stitutionally valid, or until. If tho net wrs
unconstitutional, the convention

should hnve proposed to amend tho Constitu-
tion ns the exigencies roqulrcd. This was the
dnctrinonr Mr. Calhoun, und It was cortninly
consistent with an adherence to the Union by
the State of roiitli Carolina, vv hlch might havo
made this nppeal tn thu body, a convention of
the States, that ho regarded a tbe tribunal para-
mount, in our bj stein, t cv cry other. The udvo-cat-

or secession, in lhliO-tl- l, went heyond Mr.
Cnllioun, although they Mippnod themselves to
be Justified by his authority, because he had so
strenuously upheld Mate rights thirty jcara be-

fore. Their deductions were drawn (ram tome
or his principles, hut lie hlmeclf would not have
drawn thoso deductions. He loft on record a
full exposition or his own distinctions between
nullification nnd scce'-slnn- . This exposition Is
quoted in full In the book before us. and we ex-

tract from It n remarkable and decisive pas-
sage. "I am aware," sas Calhoun, "thnt
there is a consldernblo and respectable por-
tion of our State", with n very large por-
tion of the Union, who are of the opin-
ion that they (nullification and secession)
are the same thing, differing only in
name, nnd who, under that Impression, de-

nounce it (nullification) an the most dangerous
of nil doctrines; and yot, so far rrom being the
same, they are. unless I am greatly deceived,
not only perfectly distinguishable, but totally
dissimilar In their natuie, their object, and
effict; and, so far from deserving the denun-
ciation so properly belonging to the act with
which it is confounded, it (nullification) Is, in
truth, tho highest and most precious of all
rights of tho States, and essential to preservo
that very union for the supposed effect of do.
stroylng which It Is so blttorly anathematized.
They (nullification and secession) are wholly
dissimilar In their nature. Secession Is
tho withdrawn! from tho Union, a throw-
ing off of tho authority ot the Union
Itstir, a separn Ion rrom partners, and,
ns far as ltdcuends on tho member withdraw-
ing, a dissolution or tho partnership. It

an association or union or several
btutesui Individuals for n common object.

on tbucoutrury, presupposes the re-

lation of principal mid agent; Hit- - ono granting
a power tu bo executed, the other appointed by
him with authority tu execute It; aud is simply
a declaration on tbo part nf thu principal, mado
In due form. Unit anuclof thongont transcend-
ing his power Is null aud void. The difference
In their object Is no less striking than lu their
nature. Thu object nf secession U to free tho
withdrawing member from the obligation of the
association or union. Its direct Hnd immediate
object, as it concerns the withdrawing member,
is the dlhsolutloii ot thu nsrocmllon or union, hs
far as that member to concerned. On the con-

trary, the object of nullification Is tu confine,
tho uge-n- t within the limits nf his powers by
arreslim: his nets triinsiendliiK them, not with
tho view of distrotlng thu dulegntrd nr trust
power, but to pruserve It, by compelling tho
ugint Hi fulill thu object for which the agency
or trust was created, und It (nullillintlou; Is
applicable only to eases vthero tho trust, or
delegated powers, are transcendid on the part
of the age'iit. It leiiialns low to show that
their effect is as dissimilar as their nature
or object. Nullification leaves the mem-
bers of the association or union In the condition
where It finds them, subject to all its burdens

and entitled to all Its advantages, the member
nullifying being comprehended as well as the
others: Its object Is not to destroy, but to pre-
serve, as has been stated. Secession, on the
contrary, destroys, ns far ns the withdrawing
member Is concerned, tho association or union.
Such are clearly the differences between them,
differences so marked that. Instead of being
Identical, as Is supposed, they form n contrast
in all the aspects In which they can be regarded,"

II.
In the same chapter Mr. Curtis examines the

vexed question whethor tho famous Virginia
nnd Kentucky resolutions of 170S did or did not
mean to assert nrescrv oil right ot the States to
withdraw. In whole or In part, temporarily or
finally, the powers granted by tho Constitution
to tho Federal Government, It has been sup-

posed by somo that they did mean to assert
such rights, and henco arose. In former times,
nwant of discrimination as to tho meaning of
the word "delegated" whon applied to thopovv.
ers granted by the Constitution, It being main-tallie- d

In certain quarters thst the word Itself
Implied a right ot revocation or withdrawal, as
aprlnclpnl may revoke or withdraw the powers
oranngent. This Interpretation or the word
was repudiated by Madison hlmseir, the au-

thor of the Virginia Resolutions or '08. Writing
In 1813 to Mr. Rives, he says: "The conduct
or South Carolina has called forth not only the
question of nullification, but tho moro formlila-bl- e

one or secession. It Is niLed whether a Htnte,
by resuming the sovereign form In which It en-

tered the Union, may not hav e tho right to with-

draw from It at will. As this Is nclmplo ques-

tion, whether a State, more than an Individual,
has a right to violate Its engagements, It would
seom that It might bo safely left to answer
Itself. But tho countenance given to the claim
shows that It cannot bo so lightly dismissed.
Tho natural feelings which laudably attach tlio
peoplo composing a State to Us authority and
Importance are at present too much oxcttod
by tho unnatural feelings with which they
have been Inspired against their brethren of
other States, not to expose the peoplo of
South Carolina to the danger of being
misled Into erroneous views of the nature
or the Union and the Interest they have In
It. One thing, at least, seems to be too clear to
be questioned that while a Slate remains
within the Union It cannot withdraw Us citi-

zens Irom the operation or the Constitution and
laws or tbe Union. In the event or an actual
secession without consent of the tho
course to be pursued by these Involves a question
painful to discuss. God grant that the menac-

ing phenomena, which obtruded it, may not bo
followed by posltlvo occurrences requiring tho
more painful task of deciding It." By a col-

lection of quotations Mr. Curtis shows that Mad-

ison's explanation of the meaning of the Vir-

ginia resolutions la vindicated by the light
thrown by the Federalist on the meaning at-

tached to tho term "delegated" by those who
used It. It la made clear by these quotations
from tho Federalist that the term waa used
In tho sense or " conveyed," " ceded," or
"alienated." Corroborative evidence Is found
In the fact that Patrick Henry, the most
powerful adversary or the Constitution at the
time when It came beforo the peonle of Virginia
for adoption, made no Ingenious and wlre-ifra- w n
comments on the word "delogated." He Inter-
preted tho word precisely as the Federolfsf had;
for ho contended that tbe powers which It wns
proposod to vest In the Federal Government
were powers of full sovereignty. Ills main ob-

jection to the Instrument was that these powers
would be alienated by the States without le

cheek of a Bill of Rights, so formed
as to protect tbe rights of Stntes and Individu-
als. In a word, Patrick Henry held, as did tho
friends or tho Constitution, that It Virginia
should ratiry that Instrument as It came from
the hands of the Philadelphia Convention, she
would Irrevocably cede a part other sovereign
right to govern.

Wo occasionally hear denounced that pro-

vision ot the Constitution whereby the smallest
Stale and the largest State aro represented by
precisely the same number of delegates In tbo
upper Houss of Congress. Upon this subject
Mr. Curtis makes the following Judicious re-

marks: "Tnevnluo of the equality of State
representation In the Senate cannot be too high-

ly estimated, for, without It, thero could
scarcely hnve been any efficient check upon
the centripetal tendency ot so powerful a
Government as that which the Constitu-
tion created. The practloe of making
party determinations the rule of action In
both branches of the legislative body hns
somewhat tended to Impair the prlnrlulo which
thu equality or representation in tbo Senate
was Intended to preserve: and It would havo
effectually destroyed the reserved roni-na- nt

of Stato sovereignty If one and tho
same principle of representation had been
applied to both bouses. But, notwithstanding
thlspractlce.lt Is at all times in the power or
the States to emancipate their Senators, ir they
will, rrom the dominion or party, and thus to
save tbo efficiency of this check upon dangerous
encroachments on the reserved rights of Stato
sovereignty." Whether tbe Slates should be
suffered to retain forever their equal
representation tn the Senate Is usually
considered a purely academto question, for the
reason that the Constitution expressly excludes
this matter from tbe operation of constitutional
amendments by tho clause declaring that no
Slate shall bo deprived ot Its equal representa-
tion In the Senate without Its own consent,
which, of course, would never be given. It Is
probable, however, that a means might be found
of flanking or surmounting this seemingly In-

superable obstacle, and that, too, without In-

voking a constitutional amendment, which, as
wo have seen, would be Inapplicable. Upon this
point no suggestion is offered by Mr. Curtis.

ill.
We pass to what the author of tbts history

has to say regarding the Presidential election of
1870 and the Electoral Commission by which
the result of the election was determined.
Whether Samuel J. Tllden or Rutherford B.
Hayes was, as a matter of fact, elected Presi-
dent of tbo United States Is a question which
does not fall within the scope of a constitutional
Inquiry. It Is really a aurstlon of less conso-quenc- o

thin the one considered In the thir-
teenth chapter ot this volume. Tho

question, the one that will concern
tho people of the United States as long
as their present form ot government shall
endure. Is whether the process by which
Mr. Hayes was declared to have been elected,
was conducted aeoordlng to tho Constitu-
tion. Before proceeding to review Mr. Curtls'a
reasoning lu somo detail, we may at once stato
his conclusion, whluh Is that, OKlng to the

vrhloli was resorted to. It never cuu be
said that Mr. Hayes became President dejuir,
although he beenme President tie facln. In the
author's opinion, therefore, "the people of the
United States will always have reason to regard
this (tho process by which Mr. Hayes wus
seated) as the most unfortunate occurrence In
tho history of their Government, unless the
conduct of the ruoreino Court of tho United
bluteslurigard to the question uf legal-lende- r

money beeutltled to that bad proCmlnuiice."
Mr. Curtis begins by quoting thu loustllu-tton- nl

provisions relating to tho choice of a
President and u which vvuru In
force in the year 1870. These provisions aro
contained In Article II. and Article XII. of thu
Constitution, aud from these the following In-

ferences aro druvvn by the author of tbl book:
Tlrst, that "eouutlng" means moro than a bare
arithmetical enumeration; that It Is u quasi-Judici-

function, the discharge of which re-

quires the ascertainment of tho lawful right to
act as Presidential electors that Is elnlmed by
or for the persons who uppear upon tho " certif-
icates" to have so acted, and whose voles are to
be Included In the count, ur excluded there-
from, aieorulng to tho certificate in each case,
when, Judged by all the proofs which shuuld bu
tukeiiliitoeonslderntlon. It is shown that the per-so- u

giving electoral votes had or had nolu law-
ful right to uiv u them, This function, Judlclul In
Its nature, is to be performed by the se'imtu and
tho llouso of Representatives In thu presence nr
eu h other, after the President nt tho Senate
has. In iliclrpreience, opened all thecertltleutus.
Thu Constitution uses the rhrue" lists of all
persons voted for" and the term "certIUcate,"
but both ol these descriptions refer to the same
official paper, which la to be examined In the
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discharge of the function ot counting the elec-
toral votca that purport to have been cast for a
Prosldent aud a respectively.
This (unctldn Is to be performed by n body
made up of the Sonnto and tho House of Repre-
sentatives, assembled together for the purpose.
This nsscmbly, which Mr, Curtis denominates
"tho Presidential Convention." hns no oihor
function to perform except that of counting the
electoral rote. It has no logislutlvo powor, al-
though It may adopt rules for the propi r and or-
derly conductotltsown proceedings. Continuing
his analysis of the constitutional provi-
sions, Mr. Curtis notes thnt tho electors nre re-

quired to meet In their rcspcctlvuSt ites to voto
by ballot for President and
naming In their ballots tho person voted for ns
Prosldent, and, In distinct ballots, tho person
voted forns They aro tn innko
distinct lists ot all persons voted for as Presi-
dent and of nil persons votod fur ns

and of the numbor of votes for each,
which lists they ore to sign and certify and
transmit scaled to tho seat of tho Government
of the United Slates, directed to tho President
ot tho Senate Thus, It nppenrs both that the
electors aro officers clothed with tho authority
of casting the electorsl votes of tho people of
their respective Statos, nnd nlso that they are to
certify tho votes soenst by them.

Such Is tho construction which tno constitu-
tional provisions benr upon tlulr face. Now let
u see what Interpretation has been put upon
them lp practice. On the Trst election of Georgo
Washington to tho Presidency all the counting
mccssary wns a simple enumeration of the
votes given for tho rcspectlv o persons as they
nppeared on tho fnco of the certificates, which
were tn no Instance disputed or questioned.
There vvnsnn objection to the performance of
this enumerating (unction by the presiding off-
icer of the Semite. When tho next occnalon
arose for counting tho electoral votes, namely,
on tho second election of Washington to tho
Presidency, the proceedings were somewhat al-

tered. On this occasion tho Fonale proposed
that a Joint committee bo appointed to
ascertain a mode of examining the vote
for Piesldent nnd Vlco - President, nnd
of notlfilng.tbo persona who shuuld be elected
of their election, and for regulating the time,
place, nnd manner of administering the oath of
office to tho President. Tho House concurred In
this proposal, mid the joint, commlttru reported
that "tellers" be appointed on the port of each
House: thereupon, on Feb. 13, 1703, tho two
Houses assembled, the certificates of the electors
of the fifteen States in the Unlon.whlch had como
by express, were, by thu opened,
read, and delivered to the tellers appointed for
the purpose, who, having examined and ascer-
tained the votes, presented n list of them to the

which list, bav Ing been read to
the two Houses, tho declared
that Goorge Washington hnd been unanimously
elected President, aud that John Adams had
been elected, bya pluralitvof votes,

After this proccidlng, tho
delivered the duplicate certificates Irom

tho electors or the several States, received by
post, to tlio Secretary of tho Senate, nnd tho two
Houses then separated. From this second prec-
edent, ttappesrs that the two Hoiihcs, which then
comprised many members of the Convention
that had framed the Constitution, did not,
even In a case where there were no disputed
certificates, regard It as a duty of the

to "count" the electoral votes; that,
on tho contrary, they apjiolnted tellers who, on
behalf or the two Houses, wero to perform the
function. Judicial In Us nature, of accrlalnlug
and declaring to each Uouso tho result of the
election: and thus tho proceeding nt this early
period became Impressed with u character
which It retained down to tho enr 1870.

It Is pointed out by Mr. Curtis thnt before this
second precedent was mado, namely, on March
1, 1702. Congress had passed nn act which made
It the duty of the oxecutlvo authority of each
State to cause three lists of tho names of the
electors of the State to bo mado und certified
and to be delivered to the electors before the
first Wednesday In December, nnd tho electors
wero required to aunex one of the lists to each of
tho lists of their votes. Tho net also prescribed
how the lists should bo transmitted to tho seat of
government: but the only provision that It made
respecting the opening and counting of tho votes
was that " on tho second Wednesday In Febru-
ary succeeding e'very meeting of the electors the
certificates shall bo opened, tho votes counted,
and the persons who are tn fill the offices of
President and shall bo ascer-
tained and declared, agreeably to tho Constitu-
tion." This law, which was enacted, as wo have
said, before tho second precedent occurred, left
It to each Joint assembly of thu two Houses to
ascertain and drclaro the persons vv no had been
chosen. In such' manner ns thev might sec fit,
nnd as would bo in accordance w Ith tho I'onstl-tlo- n.

On Dec. m, 1S0J. Congress proposed tho
Tw ulf th Amendment of tho Constitution, chang-
ing tho original provisions sans to require the
Presidential electors to nnnio In their ballots
the person voted for as President, nnd, in dls-tln-

ballot", tho person votod for as
This amendment, which wns de-

clared to have been adopted In 1804, repented
nn nlrendy oxlsting provision of the Constitu-
tion In the following words: "The President of
tho Senate shall, in tho presence ot tho bonate
and House uf Representatives, open all tho cer-
tificates, and the votes shall then be counted."
Wo should next observo that, on March H7,
1804, Congress passed an act supplementary to
the act of ITU'J. the supplemental legislation
being renderednecossary tn consequence of the
proposal ot the Twelfth Amondmont of the
Constitution. This now net did notchnngo tho
formal law In respect to tho counting of
tho eleetoral votes, or dliplaio the former
precedent. Eventually tho two acts were
embodied in tbo Revised Statutes. It ap-
pears, then, that tho legUIatois of tho fifteen
jears Immediately following the organization
of tho Government under thu Constitution de-

vised a method of proceeding which would ad-

mit, in nny case whero a certificate was
of an investigation Into the rights of the

person who had acted as elector to act in that
capacity. If nothing but a bare enumeration
of the v otes returned by the certificates was re-

quired, tbe tellers would so report to the Joint
assemblyot the two Houses; but, if It appeared
that anv certificate wns disputed, the tellers
would so report, nnd the two Houses would there-
upon Invisll.'ate the farts In the presence of
each other, and would act upon them according
to the result of the Investigation,

IV.
On the occasion of tho first election of Madi-

son to tho Presidency thcro occuned an Inter-
esting Incident, which Is thus recounted In the
Annals of Congross: "The tlmo for counting tho
votes bavins an hed, the members of tho Sen-
ate entered tho Representatives' chamber, and
its President pro tempore took tho Speaker's
chair, tho momhris of tho Senate taking their
seats on tho rluht hand nf the Chair, The
tellers wero ranged lu front, and tho clerks of
eneh Houso on tbo right and left of tho tellers.
Tho President of tho Senate thin opened the
electoral returns, one copy of which was handed
to tbe teller ot the Senate, who real ft. thu
tellers ot the House cniup.ii lug thu ilupliento
returns handed to thorn, When this business,
whlchocciiplud about two houro, wrh concluded,
the tellers handed their report to the President
ot the Convention, who was proceeding to read
it, when Mr. inilhnusu obsci veil that the re-

turn from one of thu Slates appeared to be de-

fective, the Governor's rerllllcnlo not being
attached to It Ho thought that this might be
as proper a time to notice It as nny. Nothing
further being suld on the subject, however
(either because the validity of tbo certificate
was not disputed nr bcenusuthu majority for
Madlsou und Clinton was in or win lining), the
Presldcntof the Scnsto re.id tho statement ot
tho votes ns reported by thu telle rx." Long,
therefote, befuru thu jtnr Ihtil It had come to
be both written and uuwrilian Inw that the
counting or thu electoral votes should be per-
formed by iv process that would bring before
tho two Houses, asso nbled in Joint uicot-in-

the right to act us electors of tho
persons who appealed In the certificates tn have
o acted. It lesulted from the nature of the

proccidlng, n settled by the precedents, that,
when there were no conflicting cert llc.ites,
"counting" was simply an arithmetical enumer-
ation; but that, when a question should be raised
m to vrbfv'h set ot two or mora rival sets of eleo--
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tort was the lawful one, the two Homes most de-

termine It. It also resulted. In Mr. Curtls'a opin-

ion, from the Consiltutlon, from the legislation
nnd the precedents, that the funrtlon of count-
ing tho electoral voto cannot bo vested by Con-
gress In any other body or be devolved upon
any other body than the two Houses assembled
In Joint meotlng, Tlio author of thjs book sub-

mits that tho net. of Congress, passcu Jan. JIO

1877. under which tho Electoral Commission
wns constituted, must-b- tried by this test. If
that act dovolvid on. another body than tho two
Houses, the duty nnd power of deciding whohnd
been elected President, nr took from tho two
Houses tho determination of any question aris-
ing on tho certificates, It was an unconstitu-
tional law, and the process by which Mr. Hnvos
was declared to havo been elected was not con-

ducted In accordance with the Consiltutlon.
Thefacf that tho process was assented to by
both or tho political parties of the tlmo enn add
nothing to Its constitutional validity.

It Is true thnt Political parties have como to be
regarded by usns Infllsponsable, but they nre not
recognized by the Constitution. It Is, thorcrore,
very questionable whether tho political parties
existing at a given tlmo should bo recog-

nized In legislation which Is to pro-

scribe how such a constitutional fuac-tlo- n

as that of counting the electoral
votes for a President anil a Is
to be performed. The reason assigned In 1870.77
for constituting tho Electoral Commission was,
of course, that each of tho two parlies in Con-
gress, one or which controlled the Senate, whllo
the other controlled tho House, hnd a fixed de-

termination to bring nbouta declaratl n that
Its own candidates hnd been chosen. Thcro was,
however, n preponderant bollef that the Demo-

crats had succeeded In tho election. It was
shared by Mr. Hayes hlmsolf, tho Republican
candidate for tbo Presidency; by Gen, Grant,
who wns then President of the United Stntes;
by Senator Conkllng, and by many other eminent
Republicans. Tho stops that were taken to
change this belief are described by Mr. Curtis
at some length. Wo will here noto only that
Mr. W. K. Chandler, when ho reached New
York, after midnight of Nov. 7, 1870. could
only figure out for Hnjes 100 electoral votes;
tho whole number ot electoral v otes then,cast In
tho Union being 300, ot which 185 wero neces-
sary for a choice. It appeared that tho Demo-
crats claimed, as absolutely c ertaln, only 184
votes; but It was probablo, and wns believed
that they had obtained 183. Tho Republicans
being suro of only 100 voles, required nineteen
more to make a majority. Thtso n'neteen votes
had to como from Florida. Louisiana, and South
Carolina, and It was notorious that a majority
of each ot tho returning boards ot Florida,
Louisiana, Orogon, and South Carolina wero
composed ot men open to corrupt or partisan
Influences, Mr. Chandler Immediately con-
ceived and put Into operation a bold plan. It
was to deny, on tho morning of Nov. 8, that
a majority of Tllden electors had been
chosen, nnd to take Instant measures to secure
the nineteen necossary Republican votes from
Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina, or as
many of them as possible. Without describing
the means taken for the purpose, we need only
say that all parts of tho plan were carried out
as its author had devised them. It was abso-
lutely known, by the evenlngof Thursday, Nov,
8, that tho peoplo of Florida and Louisiana had
chosen Democratic electors. Consequently, tbe
will of tho people had to be disregarded; and the
result determined by constitutional methods at
tbe polls had to be reversed. In Louisiana tho
machinery provldod by an alien and wholly
irresponsible Government was susceptible of
abusofor this Iniquitous purpose. The election
law, enacted In defiance of the State Constitu-
tion, to onable n few scoundrels to continue their
corrupt and dulostablorule. prescribed certain
methods by which the people might bo disfran-
chised. Unless, however, these orescrihcd meth-
ods were strictly observed, the Returning Board
could not legally reject a slnglo voto which bad
been certified by tho election officers, But tho
Returning Board was composed of desperato
men, who scrdpled nt nothing, provided they
were protected ariJ assured of adequate reward.
In Florida the situation was altogether dif-
ferent, Thero the Board of State Canvassers
was not vested with discretionary powers.
Ministerial powers alone were devolved upon
tbem by the statutes. To canvass thu returns
received from tho returning officers and for-
mally to nnnounce the results was the extent nf
their powers. The larger part of tho Florida
Board of Canvassers were Republicans, but
while nn one supposed them to be strong men,
they were not regarded as dishonest.

V.
While measures wero being taken to secure

from Florida, Louls'ana, and South Carolina
returus favorable to tho Republican candidates.
Congress was dhcussing tho bill creating the
Electoral Commission, which became a law on
Jan. SO. 1877. From tho act. which Is quoad
In full bv Mr. Curtis, it Is apparent that, with-
out any warrant for It In tho Constitution. Con-
gress undertook to establish a special tribunal,
to whoso Judgment and decisions might be re-

ferred all disputed questions arising op the cer-
tificates of the electoral voto given at tho last
nrecedlng election for President and

In any State. A singular device was re-

sorted to In order to make the decisions or the
Commission practically final. It was provided
that each decision or tho Commission should
bo read and entered la tho Journal of
each House, and that the counting or
thu votes should proceed in conformity there-
with, unless, upon objection made thereto In
writing by at least flvo Senators and live mem-
bers of the House or Representatives, the two
Douses should separately concur tn ordering
otherwise in which case, such concurrent order
must govern, if this process for counting the
electoral votes be compnred with that provided
in the Constitution, and in tbe acts of Congress
of March 1, 1702 and March .'0. 1804, It will be
seen at once that the Intervention or a special
tribunal which was to count the electoral votes
and to make decisions which should come be-

fore the two Houses In the manner nrovlded In
the act nf Jan. CO, 1377, was anomalous and un-
constitutional.

Mr. Curtis deems It one ot the strangest oc-

curences In political history that the leading
men of the Democratic pnrtv, who claimed that
their candidate hnd been elected, should hnve
consented to u process of determining tho result
of the eloctlon vv hicli could, by no proper Inter-
pretation of tho Constitution, be considered as
within Its provisions. Thov were, H is true. In-

fluenced by a fear that n civil war might ensue
unless a method or deciding the contest should
bo adopted that would command general
acquiescence. It was, no doubt, a patriotic
anxiety thnt led them to concur In the Electoral
Commission. But Mr. Curtis, for his part. Is
convinced that. It thellouseof Representatives,
In which tho Demncrntlo party bad u clear ma-
jority, had firmly Insisted that tho electoral votes
should bo "counted "by the two Houses to the
term "counted" being given all tho slgntrtra.
tlon that belonged to Itwhatever the result
might havebeen.no publio commotion would
havo followed. 'Iho people of the United States
had alwnis accepted peacefully the outcome of
a Presidential election when ascertained In tho
constitutional mode, however keen might hnve
been the disappointment of ono of thu political
parties. It is true that In 1H70-7- 7 tbe composi-
tion of the two Houses was such that the Senate
would havo Inevitably declared that Mr. Hayes
wns elected, and Iho House would Just as cer-
tainly have announced that Mr. Tllden was
elected. This Is npparent from tho fact
that every lost Question which arose In
tbo two Houses was decided by a, strict
party vote, if, then, the two Houses had pro.
coeded to count the electoral votes as
thu Constitution rt quired, there would
havo been no choice of a President nnd

officially and constitutionally
declared bi ihein. But Mr Cnrtls points outthat, In thu case In vv hlch there were enntrsted
returns of thu electnrnl votes ot any State, a
Judlelul proceeding uy ijuii uairmifo could hn'ye
been Instituted bv which It could have been
Judicially determined which set of the rivalclaimants had the lawful right to cast tho clec.
toral vote of that State. There was urn plo time
for this between the assembling of Congress In
December, 1878, and the 4th of March, 1877, so
that there would have been no vacancy or Inter-regnum In the office of Chief Magistrate It is
submitted that a Judicial proceedlnu torthU
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purpose. Instituted In somo Inferior court of th S
United States and carried up forflnnldetrrmlna- -
tlon by the Supromu Conrlof tho United Elates, l
would hnvobcenfar morcllkely torommnnd the lj!
conlldonco of the whole country than the Hleo- - i(
tonvl Commission, composed as Hint body was, K
If thero was no existing provision ot hvw by
which tho Supremo Court of tho Unllod State jt
could lake Jurisdiction 'appellate) of suehn pro--
evening by oito unrranfn. a short art nf Con. G IIgrcss could havo beon passed for thn purpose. 5
To detail, on tho other hand, five or the Jus- - 1
tlces of that court to sit In a trlbui tl. In which 1
they would net In their personal nnd not la n
their Judicial character, vvnsan nnd, I
ns It proved, nn unfortunate steu. It plsced flvsj H
of the members of the highest Juditlal tribunal
In tho country In positions where thev would 8
bu exposed tp criticism nf their nets, nnd where 1
tho public would iiotdlscrlmliintohttvvicn their 3
personal and tholr official chnrncter, but the i
Supreme Court Itself would suffer In the 1
publio estimation. Tills ought to have
been forciocn nnd avoided,: for It was plain
beforehand that such would be tho comes
quenco ot nuking five ot tho members of the
Supremo Court nlso members ot such n tribunal
as the Electoral Commission, vvhorcby wero cast
upon them duties nnd functions which they '
wero to perform not In tholr Judicial, but in
tlulr personal character. On tne shameless
partisanship nnd grotesque inconsistencies of
thu decisions reached by the Electoral Commis-
sion Mr. Curtis dues not omit to dwell, but th
Iniquitous uso to which were put tho unconstitu-
tional tiowersuf the Commission Is scarcely nsub-Jc- ct

which proper! tails within the scope or this
history. Ilvvassufllcienttodemotistratothat, for
tho establishment or the Commission and th
devolution upon Itof powers belonging to Coi
grnss assembled In Joint resslun. thurewas ab-
solutely no warrant In tho Constitution.

Among tbo other Important topics discussed
In the book beforo us nro thn revenue laws of
the United States, the legislation relating to a
national bank, tlio acquisition or Louisiana,
Florida, and parts or Mexico, the admis-
sion of Texn. the Mlssnnrl Comproml-- n

nnd Its repeal, the Dred Scott case, nnd
thu reconstruction legislation. Tho author
nlso Intended to examine, in eubsrquenl chap,
tors, had ho lived, the cnnstHdtlnnnl warrant
rnr thesiispen-lo- n or habeas corpus during the
civil war nnd for ihe proclamation or emanci-
pation. He nurposed nlso to review the Im-
peachment nf President Johnson nnd the Judl- -
clol construction or tbe Thirteenth, Fourteenth,
mid Fifteenth Amendments. The volume, there-
fore, as wo hnvo It, falls materially short nf
what Mr. Curtis meant to make It; but, how-
ever curtailed. It will bo found of permanent
nnd exceptional, wo might even say of unique,
vnluo- - M.W. II.

A TALE OF CHEAP .MOXET.

France Tried the Hrjon Plan In 1TOO, with j
Terrible IleaaU. j

Ftom the Illustrated American
I have been asked to tell tho story of cheap 1

money In Franco. j
Tho reason Is its curious similarity to th tg

promises made by Mr. Bryan. For "France" J
read "America." and this talo seems to belong &

to 18U0 rather than 1700-170- 1
In 1780 times wero terrible In France. There g

was both an enormous publio debt and deficit, fft
Thero was no credit. Cnpltnl had retired nnd li
was boarded. Business stood still. "f

Moil began to mutter that cheaDer money s
was needed. 6

Tho trouble, they claimed, was a too small g
circulating medium. "Glvo us moro money.
Givous good, sound paper money." Nearly s
all tho leading Revolutionists said this.. Even s
Mirabeau supported it. fj

If ever thero was a good plan for cheap mon- - j
ey. they had Jt, It was as follows: X

FranccDiitd Just confiscated tho entire es- - I
tales of tho Church. This wealth, oeourau- - 1
latcil for l.flOO jears. wa 4.000.000.000 fnines, I
onivthlrd tho v cnlth of the nation. It yielded K
a venrlv income of 200,000.000 fraiic. S

The statesmen wished to sell all this real es- - 5)
tnto to tho people. Doth In order to attach tb 3
peoplo to the revolution and to get muney for jj
the State.

So they proposed to issuo mortgage notes, 8
cnllel asslsnais. of 400,000.000 francs against 91

this land, bearing Interest nt three per cent tl
Could nny paper money be bcttOT? The i;

vnlue of tbe land ton time' creator than th ''
and tbo interest certain to rellrp

them soon.
Truo. wise men opposed It. Necker. thgreatest financier of that century and a true

patriot, nearly lost his life In showing Its folly..
But oratorv srns all in Its faVor. The fnvor-it-e

argument wns the patriotic sentiment,
"France can afford to stand alone and teach
all Europe a lesson."

The bold Itcvolutlonarv leaders who had up-
set absolutism were Uko blacksmltliB at watch-mendi-

when they tried their heads at
finance,

1'ho 400,000,000 nsslgnnts were, hnwover,
but a beginning. There had been manY warn-
ings thnt they would only open tbe way for a
deluge of inner money. So a law had been
pnsed limiting tho issue.

But In a few months things were as bad as
ever, and 800.000,000 moro were issued in
1700.

1 ho lcgalTlimlt had beon reached. But more
"rlrcultttlngmedimn" Wnsstlll called for. Prices
were hlirh. jet wac-- s wero low. Moro money
would hflo. So the limit law was evaded,
and In 17lll O00.000.000 moro were lsa"ed. t

1'lip nation was now lnehrlarod with its i
Cucsn monor. With each new Issuo there were I
good times for n few weeks: then onme harder
times nnd the rail for moro asignats. It was
Uko a drunkard after each drink. Tho raster tthe new issues came, the shorter was tho.good
feeling.

Now bad signs appeared.
(1) Assignats dropped ten por cent. States- - i

men tried to mend this by an address to tbe peo--
pie showing how wrong this was.

(2) Snocio begnn to disappear. This was
chnrged to British Influence and to the greod
or goldbug bankers. It was urged that a few
might be hang for nn example. Tho real rea-
son gold disappeared war that asalcnats could
bo used and gold vvas mnro valuable.

CD Prosperity stopped altogether. At first
manufacturers had beon stimulated, then thtmarkets wero suddenly glutted, then foctorlis
shut down. Tho norvo or production was
cut. Thostatosmen put up tariffs. But tl.
co lapso went on.

(4) Uneertclnty as to the future value of ths
assiirnnt rhe-ke- d all Investment and excited
stock gambling. Business dwindled to living
from hand to mouth. Everybody vvas specu-
lating. Louis Blano says: "Commerce was
dead: gambling took Its plare." Monoy went
to the cities: tho farmers no longer suw monev,

(5) A vast debtor class arose. It was to ihrlrInterest to hnvo the currency dcpreclnte still
moto so thoy rnuld pay their dobts es!cr. They
clninorcd for "more money." I

In 1701. 300.000.000 more nsslg-
nnts wero Issued, nuking thus far 2,100.000.-000- .

Now n new kind of flnnnclsl theory winhoard. Depreciated currency." said tbo lOnth-er- p

kite orators, "Is a blessing. It keeps Franc ' I

from buying foreign articles. It keens ell our I

Interests nthomi. Glvn us more money." II

So in April. 1702. 300,000,000 moro wer
Issued.

The security had Improved, for the estates of
tho emigrant nobility were ronflscatod by thenation.

Yet e nsslgnatn went lower still, downto thirty below par. Finally, paymont wassuspended to publio creditors for nil amountsover lo.otio francs. This was the first step ofrepudiation.
Then capital indeed locked Itself up. AU ithat saved multitudes nf men from starving 1

vviik being ilrafivi Into thn army to bo shut. AMore 'circulating medium" vvas ovldentlv '

norded. and In July. 1702,300,000,000 moreaslcnnts were, issued.
Prices went now enormous, but wages did

not rlo at nil.
In 1703 tho mob began to plunder shops.

After 200 Pari rtores had heen gutted thevbought oft tho mob with 7.000,000 trail's. Hutthe market womon. who could not pav the ex-
orbitant prim fur s np, agreed that a "Inwshould bo framed to make pnpor money as good
ns gold."

Such laws were passed, regnls ting prhes.but tho only result was that murcliants would
not sell, and fanners would not bring In theirproduce.

Morn stnrvcd than wero killed by the enemy
In tho war.

It fcemod necessary to have more of thpeople a money;" and new lssus were made,
!Lli.'(,ni1.V"'0,er.("r':nvn billions of the

been Issued,
Mosntime the gold loufe rt'or remained Justthe Mine. It bought Just ns muoh In Kimas In 1,(10. But Sept. 1, 1700. thisgold ploro wro. O'iO frunce or llto "i.e.Pie money," Dec. 1 It wns worth 8.P60 franrB,nnd l l.otl It was worth 7.200 MinesTo ihtck this depreciation Is vvas mudf acrime punishable l.y twenty yesrn tu chnlni

to.ich!' m"ro '.'V" "'"fnco value for gold.
tho gold was hid.

Meantime, who Buffered? Not the rich nor
tlio shrewd. Thero vv ere plontj of methods I v

il li ? romm anded money and spent It i I

surfercrs vveio f v Inlmrlng penolo,Bofnro 17011 the paper money was nrnriv sT, '
In thi-'- r bauds Tho rioh had unloiilad. Wh-- u

!'.f wt'Hatlmi rami), nnd In ,iuiv,1.110. the (invernmcnt hnd to admit that Inpaper whs nil vvortlip. this worthies iii.mywas hold almost entirely by those of the small- -

On the laboring man nnd woman camo thecrushing woljlit of the rmsl loss.
''i?" ' "l"1"' Natural law does notgo nut vviiy for orators. "Cheap mono)"alwuvM lends toi hiMPcr money. Moreandmnr ,depreciation lollows. When tho crashthe poor uro ground to the earth.

ilOKxoouxar P. Boiuumb '
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